
“The Foundation is looking forward to working with Ms. Kincaid Brady as she ushers in a new era at the museum. We applaud the
New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs and the Museum of Space History Commission for their decision to appoint Kincaid
Brady, who has a deep passion for space,” said ISHF Foundation Chairman Cliff  Hudson. “Kincaid Brady will bring a fresh
perspective to the museum, coupled with a desire to re-invigorate the community connection that made the museum the world class
facility that it is today,” commented ISHFF President Johnny Powell. 

“My love for space history began during my childhood visits to the Smithsonian Air and Space Museum,” Kincaid Brady said.
“Joining the New Mexico Museum of Space History feels like coming full circle. I’m excited to continue advancing the museum’s
mission to share the stories of innovation, exploration, and discovery that define both New Mexico and our journey into space.” 

As executive director, she will oversee the museum’s operations, exhibitions, research, and educational programs, ensuring its
continued role as one of New Mexico’s premier cultural institutions. 

Located in Alamogordo, the New Mexico Museum of Space History is dedicated to preserving and sharing the state’s contributions
to space exploration and research. It is a division of the New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs. 
Kincaid Brady has master’s degrees in historic preservation from the University of Texas at Austin, and in history from the
University of Texas at San Antonio, as well as a graduate certificate in historic preservation from UT San Antonio. Her academic
work includes Preservation Moon: Defining and Preserving the Cultural Landscape of Tranquility Base, a study that reflects her
deep interest in the heritage of space exploration. 
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Welcome New Museum Executive Director!
Karen Kincaid Brady Chosen to Lead Museum

Alamogordo, N.M. – The New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs and the New
Mexico Museum of Space History Commission have announced the appointment of
Karen Kincaid Brady as executive director of the museum, effective October 27, 2025. 

“We are thrilled to welcome Karen to the New Mexico Museum of Space History,” said
Debra Garcia y Griego, cabinet secretary for the New Mexico Department of Cultural
Affairs. “Her combined expertise in history, preservation, and museum leadership,
paired with her lifelong passion for space history, will help inspire future generations
through the remarkable story of New Mexico’s role in space exploration.” 

Kincaid Brady brings more than a decade of experience in museum management,
historic preservation, and public programming. She most recently served as business and
programming director at the Neill-Cochran House Museum in Austin, Texas, where she
oversaw daily operations, staff  and volunteer management, fundraising, and community
partnerships. Prior to that, she was project manager and historic preservation lead at
R&K Solutions, Inc., directing preservation projects that culminated in museum
exhibitions, including one at the Museum of Science and History in Jacksonville,
Florida. 

Looking for a perfect present or stocking
stuffer? Visit the Space Hall of Fame Gift

Shop inside the Museum!

Shop online at spacehalloffame.org

Open Monday and Wednesday - Thursday, 10 am - 5 pm. Sundays noon - 5 pm.

Museum members receive a 10% discount!



As STARBASE Holloman ramps up to begin classes on September 30, a new team
member comes on board just in time to prepare for the first group of fifth grade students
from Tularosa.

Megan Gipson hails from Colorado, studied biology at the University of Denver, and
holds a Bachelor of Science in Animal Science from Colorado State University. She was
most recently an acquisition program manager for the Air Force Test Center, where she
worked to deliver new technical test capabilities. 

Meg loves Alamogordo; she’s coached soccer, volunteered in various schools and
communities as a youth mentor, and currently serves as a robotics coach for two of
Alamogordo’s FIRST LEGO League Challenge teams. We are so blessed and grateful to
have her on our team!! Welcome! 

STARBASE Holloman Welcomes New Team Member

STARBASE Holloman Day
One on Sept. 30 was a
resounding success!!

Tularosa fifth graders had a
blast laughing, learning

and making memories as
they participated in the

dynamics of fluid
mechanics, measuring

boxes to take fudgsicles
into space, measuring
densities in different

liquids, and even getting a
carbon dioxide

demonstration (don’t
worry, we stayed incredibly

safe!). 

The STARBASE
Holloman team

celebrates
getting back to
class after their
brief furlough

with a new sign
and lots of

excitement to be
back!



Alamogordo, NM - The New Mexico Museum of Space History is  refurbishing the shining star of its Rocket Park, Little Joe II.
This restoration will bring the rocket back to its original glory. During this time, the Rocket Park and the nearby playground will be
temporarily closed to the public to ensure the safety of everyone. However, this also presents a unique opportunity for our visitors to
witness the meticulous restoration process, a privilege not many get to experience.

Received by the museum in 1985, Little Joe II is one of only two known surviving rockets of its kind. Standing 86 feet tall and
weighing about 41,000 pounds, the rocket’s corrugated aluminum body has endured decades of exposure to the desert environment.
To preserve this historic artifact, restoration specialists from Blast Off, Inc. will work on it for up to 90 days.

Tested between 1963 and 1966 at White Sands Missile Range, Little Joe II played a crucial role in preparing for the Apollo program
by testing the spacecraft’s Launch Escape System (LES) and verifying the Command Module’s parachute recovery system during
abort scenarios. The solid-fueled rocket, powered by nine motors, launched “boilerplate” test spacecraft on trajectories that
simulated Apollo-Saturn in‑flight emergencies. During these simulated aborts, the LES successfully separated the Apollo Command
Module from the booster, proving the escape system’s effectiveness and paving the way for safe human spaceflight.

The Little Joe II’s restoration ensures that future generations can continue to appreciate its vital role in the testing that made the
Apollo program—and human lunar exploration—possible. The museum looks forward to welcoming visitors back to Rocket Park
once the work is complete.

Fun Fact: The name "Little Joe" was provided by NASA engineer and Mercury capsule designer Max Faget. He said the rocket’s
four large fins reminded him of the "Little Joe" roll in the dice game "craps." In craps, "Little Joe" is a hard 4 or two twos. Faget was
inducted into the International Space Hall of Fame in 1990.

Little Joe II Restoration Project Underway!

The iconic Little Joe II rocket being installed at the
Museum of Space History in 1985. Little Joe II is
the largest rocket launched from New Mexico to
date. It was tested at White Sands Missile Range.
Photo credit: NMMSH archives

For those interested in seeing Little Joe II in
action and learning more about its mission,
watch this on the museum’s Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?
v=614439369235903

Remember, during the restoration project, the museum’s
Rocket Park and Rocketeer Playground are closed. 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/17TfvqNzR1/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/17TfvqNzR1/


Upcoming Events at
the Museum of
Space History

Friday, Dec. 5, 2025
9:00 am - 10:00 am
Launch Pad Lecture

Preservation Moon: Defining and Preserving the Cultural Landscape of
Tranquility Base, presented by the new Executive Director, Karen
Kincaid Brady.

Preservation Moon offers a compelling reflection on one of humanity’s
most remarkable achievements - man’s first landing on the moon, July
20, 1969. The program revisits this historic event through
communications from the Houston command center, along with archival
images, videos, and satellite data. Preservation Moon delves into
Tranquility Base as a cultural landmark, emphasizing the importance of
preserving this extraordinary site for future generations.

Where: New Horizons Dome Theater, New Mexico Museum of Space
History, 3198 State Road 2001, Alamogordo, NM 88310

The Launch Pad Lecture Series is held on the first Friday of each month.
Museum staff, along with special guest speakers, discuss topics ranging
from space history to its future.  

Free to the public. Coffee and donuts provided by the International
Space Hall of Fame Foundation.  

Thursday, Dec. 11, 2025
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM  
Astronomy League Meeting

The Astronomy League Meeting is held on the second Thursday of each
month in the Clyde W Tombaugh Education Center and is free to
attend. Museum staff and sometimes special guest speakers discuss
topics ranging from public observing to off-site adventures. 
 
For more information, contact the Museum Outreach Department at
575-437-2840 ext 41135 or visit their website at
www.nmspacemuseum.org   

Saturday, Dec. 13, 2025
Holiday on the Hill
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Bring the entire family to enjoy Holiday on the Hill inside the museum as
a part of the NM Department of Cultural Affair’s annual New Mexico
Traditions campaign.

"From the farolitos of the north to the celebrations in the south, our
state’s holiday customs are a testament to the enduring spirit of our
people,” said New Mexico Department of Cultural Affairs (NMDCA)
Cabinet Secretary Debra Garcia y Griego. “We invite everyone to
experience the magic of our cultural institutions as we honor the past
and look forward to the new year."  

 

http://www.nmspacemuseum.org/


Did you know? 

With a Museum membership, you get a 10% discount at the
best gift shop in the universe! Plus discounts on exciting
programs like Rocketeer Academy and the Trinity Site
Motorcoach Tour. Not to mention free or reduced priced entry
to over 300 ASTC (Association of Science & Technology
Centers) across the country. 

Visit our Intergalactic Gift Shop!

T-shirts, caps, collectibles!

Trinitite from Trinity Site

Great gift ideas for kids!

From stocking stuffers to stargazing & rockets!

Gift shop hours: Monday, and Wednesday through Saturday, 10:00 am - 5:00 pm. Sunday
Noon to 5:00 pm, closed Tuesdays. 

Shop online anytime: https://shop.spacehalloffame.org/

Become a member today!


